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Abstract
Two of Australia’s iconic rivers are talking! Through films, posters and dialogue we bring together the
Martuwarra-Fitzroy River and the Barka-Lower Darling in New South Wales (NSW). Featuring short film
‘Martuwarra Fitzroy River of Life’ and highlights from the recent ‘Aquawhen?’ exhibition in Canberra,
you are invited to view posters of testimonies before the 2019 Citizen’s Inquiry on the Health of the
Barka-Darling River in 2019 by artists Rix Lee and Tom Horne; and the short film made in 2019-20 of
the Barka-Lower Darling River (created by Otis Filley & Dan Schulz) including the sounds of the BarkaDarling and the relationships between water and life. The films will be followed by a panel discussion
and audience Q&A.
Biography
The Water Justice Hub’s mission is to respond to water injustice and to promote both ‘voice’ and truthtelling in relation to water. Presenters include:
Hozaus Claire is a young Walmajarri/Gooniyandi man from Fitzroy Crossing. Born in Derby in 1995, he
grew up in the Fitzroy Valley with elders and the River as his teachers. At 23 years of age his artwork
and stories are a vibrant legacy to the importance of his elders, laws, traditions, and culture. It is an
honor in which his art speaks to the meaning and value in the continuation of these traditions. Each one
of his paintings represents a personal and deep connection to Country and the rugged and amazing
landscape of the West Kimberley. Through his paintings Hozaus explores the relationship between
Indigenous and non-Indigenous people, the gap between but also their connection. We find meaning in
his art and we learn to see and feel how one’s education, jobs, and family can influence the opportunity
to reach your full potential. Hozaus aspires to reveal beauty and diversity in which everyone can
experience, sharing the land and working together.
Glenn Loughrey is a proud Wiradjuri Man, artist and writer. In his own words: “My art is an expression
of my journey into the story of my family and my mob. It reflects the interaction between the dominant
culture and the oldest living culture on this planet. It explores the impact of that interaction from the
indigenous point of view with the purpose is to engage, challenge and initiate action leading to
unification and reconciliation.” He has been a finalist in the Blake Art Prize (2020), Mandoorla Art Prize
(2020), the Paddington Art Prize (2020), Doug Moran Portrait Prize (2017) and a semi-finalist in the
Doug Moran Prize (2018). He is also the author of two published books (On being blackfella's young
fella (2020) and Another time another place (2018)) and has worked with communities as a social
worker and pastor over most of his working life.
Quentin Grafton is the convenor of the Water Justice Hub, that is funded by an ARC Laureate
Fellowship, and is Professor of Economics at the Crawford School of Public Policy at the Australian
National University. He is the Executive Editor of the Global Water Forum.
Dan Schulz is a PhD researcher with the Water Justice Hub, Australian National University, based in
Broken Hill, Far Western NSW. He is an independent filmmaker and video artist, examining how artistic
practice can represent the invisible violence of environmental injustice. His PhD research explores the
consequences of water resource management on the cultural ecology of the lower Darling-Barka River.
Kat Taylor is a research fellow at the Water Justice Hub, Australian National University and Adjunct
scholar at the Nulungu Research Institute. Through her work in Perth, Central Australia and in the
Kimberley, she has experience in many aspects of water management, including water policy and
governance.
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